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The NIOSH Fire Fighter Fatality Investigation and Prevention
Program

The United States currently depends on approximately 1.1 million fire fighters to protect its citizens and
property from losses caused by fire. Of these fire fighters, approximately 313,000 are career and 823,000
are volunteers. The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and the U.S. Fire Administration estimate
that on average, 100 fire fighters die in the line-of duty each year. In fiscal year 1998, Congress recognized
the need for further efforts to address the continuing national problem of occupational fire fighter fatalities
and funded NIOSH to implement a fire fighter safety initiative.

Learn more about the NIOSH Fire Fighter Fatality Investigation and Prevention Program in an updated two-
page brochure. The document is available for downloading at: http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2007-154
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