
information OFPC

bulletin 2013 

phone  518.474.6746
fax  518.474.3240

email  fire@dhses.ny.gov

Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor
Jerome M. Hauer, Commissioner

Distributed by the 
NYS Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services

www.dhses.ny.gov/ofpc

February

fire departments must not 
inject water to Recharge Wells
without proper permits

It is not an uncommon practice to recharge a well that has “dried up”.  Wherein, due to extremely dry or 
drought conditions, the available water level in a well drops to unreachable levels.  These wells may be 
“recharged” by injecting water into the well to bring the water level back up to the level of the pump.  This 
is a temporary fix until the aquifer can refill the well normally.  Since this water will be used for human 
consumption, there are both state and federal regulations on how this recharging should be accomplished.  Not 
only must the water be potable, the equipment and methods used must meet specific health standards.

OFPC has received a notice from the New York State Department of Health, Bureau of Water Supply 
Protection (BWSP) regarding the injection of water into wells.  The BWSP is bringing forward the Public 
Health Concerns and regulatory problems of using uncertified bulk water haulers for the purpose of injecting 
water into wells.  The BWSP is responsible for certifying Bulk Water Haulers who deliver water for human 
consumption, food preparation or culinary practices.  Some uncertified haulers have argued that they are 
supplying water for purposes other than human consumption or saying that the well owners agree not to 
consume the water; neither of those arguments relieves the hauler from complying with Title 10 NYCRR Part 
5-6.

Additionally, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has the responsibility to prevent 
contamination of the aquifer.  The EPA manages the Federal Underground Injection Control Program and 
requires water haulers to have a federal permit to inject water into wells.  This is stated in the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR), Title 40 CFR Section 144.11, 144.81(6) and 144.83.

Fire departments are strongly discouraged from undertaking these actions.  Recharging a well may seem like 
the “neighborly” thing to do, or considered a “local emergency”, you may actually be placing citizens at risk 
for serious health effects if recharging is not conducted properly.  Failure to comply may result in Violations, 
Fines and/or Federal Actions.  Fire Departments are not exempt from any of these actions. 






