
Office of Fire Prevention and Control

New York State Department of State
Office of Fire Prevention and Control
41 State Street
Albany, NY  12231-0001

•  phone:  (518) 474-6746
•  fax:  (518) 474-3240

•  fire@dos.state.ny.us
•  http://www.dos.state.ny.us/fire/firewww.html

Information BulletinInformation Bulletin 24 March 2006

E85 Ethanol Blended Fuel 

E 85 is an alternative fuel composed of 85 percent ethanol (ethyl alcohol) and 15 percent gasoline.  The 85% 
ethanol could damage hoses and other rubber components in traditional engines and is not recommended for 
general use.  Some selected automobiles manufactured in recent years can use this fuel. E85 should only be 
used in engines specifically rated to use it by the engine manufacturer.  Some NY State vehicles use this fuel 
and it is available at some State DOT facilities as well as some commercial stations.
The primary problem in emergency situations is the water solubility of the fuel causing traditional foams to 
break down and be ineffective.  The MSDSs we have seen list the flash point as below 00 F; or 00 to -180C and 
-500 to 550F.
The following is from the Government Relations Department of the International Association of Fire Chiefs
Contact: IAFC Government Relations Department
International Association of Fire Chiefs
703/273-0911

http://www.iafc.org

Fire Chiefs Should Review Requirements for Handling E85 Fuel.
Fairfax, VA, March 22, 2006.  The IAFC would like to alert its members to the requirements for handling E85 
fuel, an alternative fuel composed of 85 percent ethanol and 15 percent gasoline.  Recently, E85 has begun to 
appear in the Midwest, primarily the states of Illinois and Minnesota.
According to the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), fires involving E85 should be treated differently 
than traditional gasoline fires, because E85 is a polar/water-miscible flammable liquid.  E85 is highly 
flammable, and will be easily ignited by heat, sparks or flames.  The DOT recommends following Guide 127 
in the 2004 Emergency Response Guidebook.
The full Guide 127 can be found at:

http://hazmat.dot.gov/pubs/erg/g127.pdf
Additional information may be found at:

http://www.iafc.org/displayindustryarticle.cfm?articlenbr=29845
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