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FINAL 
 

ANIMAL PROTECTION 
FUNCTIONAL ANNEX 

 
ANIMAL PROTECTION BRANCH 

 
 
Supervising Agency 
Department of Agriculture and Markets (AGMKT) 
 
Member Agencies 
 

State Agencies 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
Department of Health, Zoonotic Disease Section (DOH-ZD) 
Division of Military and Naval Affairs (DMNA) 
New York Division of State Police (DSP) 
Office of Counter Terrorism (OCT) 
State Office of Emergency Management (SOEM) 
New York State Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory at Cornell (VDL) 
 
Private Agencies 
American Red Cross (ARC) 
American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) 
New York State Veterinary Medical Society (VMS) 
 
Federal Agencies 
United States Department of Agriculture-Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, 
Veterinary Services and Wildlife Services (USDA APHIS: VS, WS) 

 

1. Introduction 
 

New York State will continue to experience a variety of disasters from a number of causes: 
humans, nature, and technology.  This annex outlines the Animal Protection Branch's approach to 
providing services to protect animals and people throughout New York State during the 
response and short-term recovery phases of a disaster as outlined in the state Comprehensive 
Emergency Management Plan (CEMP). 
 
In most disasters, animals as well as humans are affected.  In some circumstances, such as an 
outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease, animals are primarily affected.  In most other disasters, 
animals are affected in the same ways as humans, that is, animals need food, shelter, medical 
care, and evacuation from dangerous situations.  In addition, some animals may become 
abandoned as their normal caretakers are incapacitated or relocated. 
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A. Purpose 
 
This annex provides general guidance for the coordination of resources to provide 
protection to human and animal populations from animal disease outbreaks, natural 
disasters, and other emergencies when resources are, or may be expected to be, 
exceeded.  In addition, it provides an overview of the roles and responsibilities of the 
state, federal, and private agencies functioning under this annex.  The annex also 
describes the emergency response organization and assigns responsibilities for various 
animal protection functions. 

 
This annex provides general guidance for a variety of services, including coordination of 
resources for: 

 
■ Providing specialized animal assistance to other state agencies and local 

authorities. 
 
■ Providing state support in response to an actual or potential disease outbreak or 

other emergency involving animals. 
 
■ Providing state support and coordination in response to requests for mobilization 

of the Animal Protection Branch agencies’ resources in support of local 
operations. 

 
B. Scope 

 
The Animal Protection Functional Annex is a strategic-level management plan that 
outlines the basic concepts required to manage and coordinate state agencies providing 
response and short-term recovery assistance to localities.   
 
Disaster response begins and ends at the local level.  State agency-level support begins 
and ends based on statutory requirements and/or the needs of the requesting 
community. 
 
This annex will be in effect from the time it is activated by the State Coordinating Officer 
(SCO) until such time as it is demobilized.  The annex will be activated via direction from 
the State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) after receiving a request from a county 
Emergency Operations Center (EOC). 

 
C. Authority 

 
1. New York State Executive Law, Article 2-B establishes the State Disaster 

Preparedness Commission and requires the commission to develop disaster 
preparedness plans.  Such disaster preparedness plans are to address disaster 
prevention, response, and recovery and collectively comprise the elements of the 
state’s Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan (CEMP).   

 
The CEMP is comprised of three main volumes, one of which is the Response and 
Short-Term Recovery portion of the plan.  That volume provides general strategic 
guidance and an organizational structure of New York State agencies during 
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emergency response and short-term recovery operations.  Further, the volume 
includes seven functional annexes to address various response activities.  Each 
annex brings together the collective resources of various response disciplines.  
This Animal Protection Functional Annex serves as an annex to the CEMP and 
uses all of the existing powers and authorities that are realized in the CEMP. 

 
2. Individual state agencies and departments may also have specific legal bases that 

require and/or authorize certain emergency planning and response actions that 
are not included in this document. 

 
3. Under a State Declaration of Disaster Emergency (New York State Executive Law, 

Article 2-B, Section 28), the Governor may direct state agencies to take such 
actions as may be necessary to protect the public health and safety.  State assets 
can be activated and utilized absent a gubernatorial declaration, with some 
limitations. 

 
4. Article 5 of the Agriculture and Markets Law states that whenever any infectious 

or communicable disease affecting domestic animals or carried by domestic 
animals and affecting humans shall exist or be brought into or break out in this 
state, the Commissioner of Agriculture and Markets shall take measures promptly 
to suppress the same and to prevent such disease from spreading. 

 
5. Section 73-3 of the Agriculture and Markets Law provides that the state shall 

establish a New York State Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory that will maintain 
capability to respond to disease outbreaks in animals. 

 
6. Article 11 of the Environmental Conservation Law gives the Commissioner of 

Environmental Conservation certain powers to control diseases in native fish or 
wild animals. 

 
7. Article 26 of the Agriculture and Markets Law gives any police officer or agent or 

officer of the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals or any duly 
incorporated society for the prevention of cruelty to animals the authority to take 
possession of any lost, strayed, homeless, or abandoned animal found in any 
street, road, or other public place and to take possession of animals in any other 
premise if the animal has not been not properly cared for, for at least 12 hours. 

 
8. The Animal Damage Control Act of March 2, 1931 (7 U.S.C. 426-426c; 46 Stat. 

1468) and the Rural Development, Agriculture and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-202, stat. 1329-1331 (7 U.S.C. 426c)) 
authorize the Wildlife Services (WS) program though the Secretary of Agriculture 
to enter into agreements with states, local jurisdictions, individuals, and public and 
private agencies, organizations, and institutions in the control of nuisance 
mammals and birds and those mammal and bird species that are reservoir of 
zoonotic diseases.  In addition, the WS program is directed to conduct 
investigations, experiments, and tests as deemed necessary in order to 
determine, demonstrate, and promulgate the best methods for managing conflicts 
between people and wildlife.  
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9. Homeland Security Presidential Directive 5 (HSPD5), February 28, 2003, directs 
cooperation between all federal agencies and between federal and state 
agencies to prevent, prepare for, respond to, and recover from terrorist attacks, 
major disasters, and other emergencies. 

 

2. Situation 
 

A. General 
 
Disaster response and short-term recovery activities generally begin and end at the local 
government level.  Local emergency response agencies may be fully involved with 
operational issues that are critical for responding to incidents that fall under the purview 
of this annex.  Further, the parameters and complexity of the incident may, in many cases, 
exceed the response capabilities of local government.  The local government is 
responsible for carrying out the initial response and short-term recovery activities and 
services, and will use all available local resources in doing so. 
 
Most county and local governments have developed comprehensive emergency 
management plans in accordance with State Executive Law, Article 2-B.  Such plans 
coordinate the collective response of that local government, within its borders, and 
provide for a mechanism to use all of the existing resources.  In addition, local animal 
protection agencies are required to have additional plans and procedures in place to 
support response operations for a variety of emergencies that fall under their respective 
response discipline.   
 
At such time that a local government can no longer provide the services and assets 
required for protecting the population from further injury or devastation resulting from the 
disaster situation, the state CEMP may be activated.  State response activities in support 
of local government should provide the necessary support with state assets or the 
coordination of local assets from unaffected areas.  Interagency coordination, information 
sharing, and cooperation at all levels of government will be the key to an effective and 
efficient response to bring the event to a conclusion. 

 
B. Planning Assumptions 

 
1. Any exotic or emerging disease found in New York livestock (cattle, horses, 

poultry, swine, sheep, goats, and deer) will have significant national and 
international trade implications causing economic disruption well beyond state 
borders. 

 
2. The expense and time to control or eradicate any disease outbreak will be 

exponentially proportional to the time taken to detect and respond to the first 
cases. 

 
3. The identity of the causative agent in an animal disease outbreak may remain 

uncertain for a significant length of time. 
 
4. The lack of available sheltering for animals may result in individuals refusing to 

evacuate and refusing to go to shelters. 
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5. Many outside groups will voluntarily provide food, shelter, and care for animals.  

These groups must be coordinated to make efficient use of resources and so that 
they do not hinder other aspects of a disaster response. 

 
6. The human-animal bond is significant and the separation or death of animals will 

be stressful to the human population. 
 

C. Planning Factors 
 
1. Priority will be given to saving lives and protecting property, in that order. 
 
2. Human needs will always take priority over animals in the allocation of limited 

resources. 
 
3. No government agency has adequate resources to evacuate, shelter, or otherwise 

care for all animals in an emergency. 
 
4. The primary responsibility for the evacuation, shelter, and care of animals lies with 

the owner and caretaker. 
 
5. The state's response to foot-and-mouth disease and other emerging infectious 

diseases in animals is addressed in Appendix 1: Emerging Infectious Diseases in 
Non-Human Populations (EIDNHP). 

 
6. The Animal Protection Branch will coordinate activities with other activated 

functional Branches via an established Multi-Agency Coordination (MAC) Group to 
assure a cohesive, coordinated response. 

 
7. Member Agencies will not relinquish statutory obligations and responsibilities 

while functioning within the Animal Protection Branch. 
 
8. The designated Supervising Agency ― the Department of Agriculture and Markets 

― is responsible for the coordination of state activities within the Animal Protection 
Branch.    

 
9. Agency-specific response plans will be maintained by each Animal Protection 

Branch agency and used as the basis for each agency’s response.  Animal 
Protection Branch agencies will review their own plans and procedures to assure 
that no conflicts exist with this annex or other existing plans. 

 

3. Concept of Operations 
 

A. Incidents Originating Locally 
 

1. An incident requiring the activation of the state CEMP, and subsequently the 
Animal Protection Functional Annex, may begin locally and escalate to the state 
level. 
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2. State assistance will be supplemental to local emergency efforts. 
 

B. State Response 
 

1. Depending on the nature and scope of the incident, state agency involvement 
may begin coincidentally with the start of the incident (e.g., a hurricane). 

 
2. Local agencies will be used according to standard protocols and statutory 

requirements. 
 

C. Integration of Federal Assets and Resources 
 

Federal resources will be supplemental to state efforts and may include the assimilation 
of various federal response components. 
 

4. Notification and Activation of the Animal Protection Branch 
 

A. Notification 
 

1. A request for state assistance may be received though the State Office of 
Emergency Management (SOEM) via the affected county.  Typically, a request for 
state assistance is received via the following:  

 
■ The county emergency manager, or designee, makes the request to the 

SOEM liaison located in the county Emergency Operations Center (EOC). 
 
■ The county emergency manager contacts the State Emergency Operations 

Center (SEOC) directly. 
 

2. Upon the receipt of notification from the county, the State Office of Emergency 
Management will notify the Supervising Agency(ies) if and when this annex is 
activated.  

 
3. The Supervising Agency(ies) will contact the Member Agencies and provide 

information on incident priorities.  The Supervising Agency representative(s) 
should solicit and consult with representatives of relevant Member Agencies 
whenever possible while developing the incident priorities, goals, and objectives.  
Notification will include information as to what Member Agency assets and 
support will be required.  

 
B. Activation 

 
Depending on the nature and severity of the expected, imminent, or suddenly occurring 
emergency or disaster situation, activation of the state response and the Animal 
Protection Branch may occur at any of the following times: 

 
1. A request for state assistance is received from local government. 
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2. In preparation for response to an impending natural, human-caused, or 
technological disaster.  This will be in cases when it is generally anticipated that 
local resources will be exhausted immediately.  Examples of such cases could be 
upon arrival of a large storm, a blackout that encompasses a large geographical 
area, or a large-scale disease outbreak or complex event. 

 
3. A situation exists where the state reasonably expects that the resources of local 

government will be immediately exhausted responding to an impending disaster 
or emergency. 

 
4. During the event, the Governor may issue a State Disaster Emergency Declaration 

generally limited to established governmental boundaries (i.e., county or city).  
Issuance of this declaration makes the resources of state agencies available to 
assist local governments in response and short-term recovery operations. 

 
5. Federal Disaster Declaration – the President of the United States issues an 

emergency or disaster declaration for a specific area of the country.  This is 
generally delineated along established governmental boundaries (e.g., state, 
county, township, or city). 

 

5. Response Organization 
 

A. General 
 

The Animal Protection Branch’s organization will vary based on incident type and scope.  
The incorporation of other functional Branches within the overall state response may also 
impact the organization of the Animal Protection Branch. 
 
In all cases where this annex is activated, the New York State Department of Agriculture 
and Markets will be the Supervising Agency.  There may be specific situations where 
other Branch members will also serve as a Supervising Agency.  In the case of an 
outbreak of a foreign animal disease or an emerging animal disease, which may have a 
potentially large impact on livestock, the United States Department of Agriculture, Animal 
Plant Health Inspection Services, Veterinary Services, will also serve as a Supervising 
Agency.  In the case of an animal disease outbreak involving a zoonotic disease that 
poses a significant risk to humans, the Department of Health will also serve as a 
Supervising Agency.  In a disaster that will have a significant impact on the wildlife of the 
state, the Department of Environmental Conservation will also serve as a Supervising 
Agency. 
 
When activated by the State Coordinating Officer (SCO), Supervising Agencies from each 
functional Branch may be asked to perform the duties outlined in the Response and 
Short-Term Recovery Plan of the state Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan 
(CEMP). 
 
Member Agencies may perform two (2) key activities:  
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1. Establish incident response priorities, goals, and objectives, which will be used to 
develop an action plan.  The action plan components will directly relate to and 
encompass the assigned responsibilities of the Animal Protection Branch. 

 
a. Establishing response priorities, goals, and objectives is the responsibility 

of the Supervising Agency and will vary with incident type.  If multiple 
Supervising Agencies are involved, this activity will be shared jointly. 

 
b. The Supervising Agency representative(s) should solicit and consult with 

representatives of relevant Member Agencies when developing the 
incident priorities, goals, and objectives. 

 
c. The Supervising Agency(ies) will be responsible for incorporating the 

incident priorities, goals, and objectives of the Animal Protection Branch 
into the State Response Incident Action Plan.  This will typically be 
accomplished via the Multi-Agency Coordination (MAC) Group.  In the 
absence of a MAC Group, the Supervising Agencies will assure the 
coordination of incident priorities with overall state response efforts.  

 
2. Properly execute their specific agency operations in support of the state response 

to the incident. 
 

a. Each Member Agency shall be responsible for conducting the agency-
specific operations required to support the Animal Protection Branch’s 
incident priorities. 

 
b. Member Agencies that are unable to address their operational demands 

due to resource limitations shall communicate these shortfalls to the 
Supervising Agency representative and, when functioning within a multi-
agency state response, to their appropriate coordination point. 

 
c. Each operating agency will be required to regularly provide situation status 

reports (SITREPs) as required in the state Comprehensive Emergency 
Management Plan (CEMP).  The Supervising Agency representative(s) will 
focus on the priorities, goals, and objectives related to the incident. 

 
d. At a minimum, the SITREPs should provide updates on: 
 

■ Agency activities; 
 
■ Resource status; 
 
■ Anticipated needs for future operational periods; and  
 
■ Interagency issues requiring resolution. 

 
e. Agency-specific plans will provide the tactical- and operational-level 

guidance to carry out the tasks required to accomplish the assigned goals 
and objectives. 
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B. Definitions for Types of Emergencies 

 
  1. Localized Incident 
 

The incident is small in nature, impacting a small geographic area or limited to one 
or two communities.  However, the unique or complex nature of the situation 
requires activation of the Animal Protection Branch to support local operations, as 
follows: 

 
■ The incident is small in nature, impacting one or two communities. 

However, the impact of this incident on the community requires activation 
of the Animal Protection Branch to support local operations. 

 
■ The incident affects a small area, but agencies within the Animal Protection 

Branch have statutory or regulatory responsibility to provide assistance for 
this type of incident. 

 
■ The State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) response to this situation 

is established at Level 3 or Level 2. 
 
  2. Regional Emergency 
 

The incident impacts a significant area of the state, via population and/or 
geography, and exceeds the local government’s capacity to respond.  Activation 
of the Animal Protection Branch is required to support local operations and 
coordinate state agency operations, as follows: 

 
■ The incident impacts a significant area of the state and the unique or 

complex nature of the situation requires activation of the Animal Protection 
Branch to support local operations and coordinate state operations. 

 
■ The incident impacts a significant area of the state and agencies within the 

Animal Protection Branch have statutory or regulatory responsibility to 
provide assistance for this type of incident. 

 
■ The incident impacts a significant area of the state and may involve 

numerous different incidents within the same locality or geographic area. 
 
■ The State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) response to this situation 

is established at Level 2 or Level 1. 
 
  3. Statewide Disaster Condition 
 

The incident impacts the majority of the state, via population and/or geography, 
and exceeds local and/or single state agency capacity to respond.  Activation of 
the Animal Protection Branch is required to support local operations and 
coordinate state multi-agency operations, as follows: 
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■ The incident impacts the majority of the state and the unique or complex 
nature of the situation requires activation of the Animal Protection Branch 
to support local operations and coordinate state response operations.     

 
■ The incident impacts the majority of the state and agencies within the 

Animal Protection Branch have statutory or regulatory authority to provide 
assistance to the incident.  

 
■ The incident impacts the majority of the state and involves a number of 

different incidents.  
 
■ The State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) response to this situation 

will be at a Level 1. 
 

C. Animal Protection Response Organization 
 

Whether for localized incidents, regional emergencies, or statewide disaster conditions, 
the Animal Protection Branch response will be organized as below. 

 
1. Animal Protection Branch agencies with operational responsibilities will establish 

their individual organizational structure using principles established in the National 
Interagency Incident Management System – Incident Command System (NIIMS-
ICS). 

 
2. Animal Protection Branch agencies with operational responsibilities will identify to 

the State Office of Emergency Management their agency representative who will 
serve as their agency liaison at the State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) or 
other established coordination points. 

 
3. The Supervising Agency will designate the agency personnel who will function at 

the policy-making level to support any established Multi-Agency Coordination 
(MAC) Group. 

 

6. Response Actions 
 

A. Initial Actions 
 

Upon activation of the Animal Protection Functional Annex: 
 

1. The Supervising Agency(ies), in consultation with other activated Member 
Agencies, will establish the Animal Protection Branch’s priorities, goals, and 
objectives. 

 
2. Based on the State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) response level, the 

Animal Protection Branch will: 
 

a. Inform other activated functional Branches and the State Coordinating 
Officer (SCO) of the priorities, goals, and objectives identified by the 
Animal Protection Branch. 
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b. Assure coordination of these components with other operating functional 

Branches. 
 

3. Member Agencies will perform operational responsibilities: 
 

■ As determined by statute, or  
 
■ In response to the priorities determined in concert with the Animal 

Protection Branch, or  
 
■ In response to the priorities established through a functioning MAC 

Group(s). 
 

4. Member Agencies will develop situation status reports (SITREPs) according to 
criteria established by the Supervising Agency or the State Coordinating Officer 
(SCO). 

 
B. Continuing Actions 

 
1. Member Agencies will perform operational responsibilities: 

 
■ As determined by statute, or  
 
■ In response to the priorities determined in concert with the Animal 

Protection Branch, or  
 
■ In response to the priorities established through a functioning MAC 

Group(s). 
 

2. Member Agencies will develop situation status reports (SITREPs) according to 
criteria established by the Supervising Agency or the State Coordinating Officer 
(SCO). 

 
3. Member Agencies will respond to resource availability and general incident 

information requests made by the State Coordinating Officer (SCO). 
 

7. Animal Protection Branch Responsibilities 
 
Each agency listed below has specific duties associated with establishing and maintaining animal 
protection functions during response and short-term recovery operations.  The general 
responsibilities associated with each agency are described in accordance with the level of 
participation required within the realm of animal protection. 
 
Each agency is responsible for developing and maintaining tactical plans that are specific as to 
how they will carry out the tasks and duties required to meet their obligations under this annex.  
Individual agency plans are not included within this annex. 
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Member Agency representatives to the State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) will be 
expected to have completed Incident Command System (ICS)-100 orientation training, at a 
minimum.  This training is available as a self-study course at 
http://www.dhses.ny.gov/oem/training/ics.cfm. 
 
Responsibilities for Animal Protection Branch agencies are described below. 
 

A. Supervising Agency 
 

The New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets' (AGMKT's) responsibilities 
are: 

 
■ Providing field support through its veterinarians and animal health inspectors. 
 
■ Mobilize and coordinate state and locally-established animal response teams. 
 
■ Providing overall direction and coordination of animal disease outbreak     

preparedness and response efforts. 
 
■ Providing expertise in the epidemiology and control of animal and zoonotic 

diseases. 
 
■ Maintaining geographic information systems to include data on facilities with 

animals and businesses that support animals. 
 

B. Member Agencies 
 

1. State Agencies 
 

a. Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
 

DEC's responsibilities as an animal protection Member Agency may 
include: 

 
■ Providing technical advice on animal carcass/waste disposal impact 

on ground water and air, vector control, and locations of cleaning 
and disinfecting stations. 

 
■ Providing technical advice to disposal teams regarding regulations 

on environmental impact. 
 
■ Providing the resources to assist in the diagnosis of wild animal 

disease. 
 
■ Conducting surveillance on susceptible wild animal species as 

required. 
 
■ Reducing infected or potentially exposed wildlife populations as 

required. 

http://www.dhses.ny.gov/oem/training/ics.cfm
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■ Assisting with communications and public information by using the 

DEC website, publications, video, and radio public service 
announcements (PSAs). 

 
■ Establishing prohibitions on game, bird, and fish products in 

controlled areas. 
 
■ Assisting in providing temporary accommodation and emergency 

feeding for field operation teams. 
 
■ Conducting security patrols of forestry areas. 
 
■ Identifying and approving regulated disposal and treatment 

activities. 
 

b. Department of Health, Zoonotic Disease Section (DOH-ZD) 
 

DOH-ZD's responsibilities as an animal protection Member Agency may 
include: 

 
■ Providing advice regarding public health aspects of eradication 

operations. 
 
■ Providing public health technical assistance to DEC in approving 

disposal sites within local jurisdictions. 
 
■ Providing advice to the public regarding health effects of the 

outbreak. 
 
■ Ensuring that special medications, if required, are available to local 

medical facilities. 
 

c. Division of Military and Naval Affairs (DMNA) 
 

DMNA's responsibilities as an animal protection Member Agency may 
include: 
 
■ Providing civil disturbance law enforcement augmentation. 
 
■ Providing aerial and ground transportation. 
 
■ Supporting local law enforcement with site security. 
 
■ Providing heavy equipment for response operations. 

 
d. Office of Counter Terrorism (OCT) 
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OCT is responsible for directing, coordinating, and monitoring terrorism-
detection and prevention strategies for state agencies. OCT's 
responsibilities as an animal protection Member Agency are: 
 
■ Providing classified intelligence briefings to the Governor (and 

other cleared officials with a need to know). 
 
■ Preparing and issuing bulletins for public and private entities 

required for distribution. 
 
■ Receiving, analyzing, and disseminating relevant, timely, and 

accurate terrorist threat-related information and issuing notices, 
advisories, and recommendations as required. 

 
e. New York Division of State Police (DSP) 

 
DSP's responsibilities as an animal protection Member Agency may 
include: 

  
■ Supporting and coordinating security and traffic control. 
 
■ Supporting and coordinating other law enforcement roles in 

response operations. 
 
■ Supporting the Department of Agriculture and Market eradication 

activities. 
 
■ Serving as the primary state agency for any criminal investigation 

into an intentionally caused disease outbreak, working jointly with 
epidemiologists from the Department of Agriculture and Markets to 
identify responsible parties. 

 
f. State Office of Emergency Management (SOEM) 

 
The State Office of Emergency Management’s responsibilities as an animal 
protection Member Agency include: 

 
■ Coordinating the use of state resources in response to the 

emergency.  This includes the coordination and management for 
the acquisition of personnel, equipment, and materiel required to 
support response operations.   

 
■ Assisting in the coordination of statewide communications among 

the various response disciplines in an emergency.  
 
■ Supporting and assisting in the coordination to provide warning to 

local governments and emergency information to at-risk 
populations.  
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■ Assisting in the coordination of transportation provisions for 
personnel, equipment, and materiel.    

 
■ Coordinating the response activities of the Animal Protection 

Branch with other activated functional Branches.  
 
■ Coordinating the state’s response with federal response activities.  
 
■ Coordinating short-term disaster recovery efforts. 

 
g. New York State Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory at Cornell (VDL)  

 
VDL’s responsibilities as an animal protection Member Agency are:  

 
As a member of the National Animal Health Laboratory Network, assist the 
State in coordinating animal disease control and eradication activities in 
the State with those at the regional or national level conducted by the VDL 
in coordination with USDA APHIS VS.  

 
Support any State field effort in relation to mitigation, control or eradication 
of animal diseases with any additional materials and manpower resources 
available in consultation with AGMKT. 

 
 2. Private Agencies 

 
a. American Red Cross (ARC) 

 
ARC's responsibilities as an animal protection Member Agency are: 

 
■ Encouraging planning for the care of animals during disasters by 

pet owners, municipalities, and organizations dedicated to animal 
welfare. 

 
■ Providing shelter for recognized service animals assisting persons 

with disabilities. 
   

b. American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) 
 

The ASPCA will assist in: 
 
■ Coordinating available volunteer assets to evacuate, feed, and 

shelter animals. 
 
■ Facilitating the transportation of injured or stray domestic animals 

to animal care facilities or appropriate foster homes. 
 
■ Assisting emergency response teams with animal related 

problems. 
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■ Coordinating the investigation of animal abuse and neglect 
complaints.  

 
■ Facilitating the impounding of animals at large. 
 
■ Facilitating the capture of domestic animals at large. 
 
■ Coordinating emergency animal shelter staffing assistance. 
 
■ Assisting with the return of owned animals. 

 
c. New York State Veterinary Medical Society (VMS) 

 
VMS's responsibilities as an animal protection Member Agency are: 

 
■ Maintaining communication with appropriate county emergency 

veterinary coordinators identified by the New York State 
Department of Agriculture and Markets (AGMKT). 

 
■ Maintaining a list of veterinarians willing to volunteer during an 

emergency or disaster situation.  These volunteers may: 
- Assess the medical needs of animals affected by the 

disaster. 
- Provide medical treatment and stabilization of animals 

affected by the disaster. 
- Conduct animal disease surveillance. 
- Conduct zoonotic disease surveillance and public health 

assessments. 
- Conduct hazard mitigation. 
- Provide medical treatment for search-and-rescue dogs and 

other animals being used by personnel at the disaster site. 
 

■ Coordinating multi-state disaster response with other state 
veterinary medical agencies. 

 
■ Establishing, at the direction of the VMS executive board, an 

emergency fund for supplies, food, and reimbursement of 
veterinarians for supply costs and to assist affected  veterinarians 
in reestablishing their practices. 

 
■ Coordinating press releases and public service announcements 

and assisting VMS spokespersons. 
 

■ Working with the New York State Department of Agriculture and 
Markets (AGMKT), the State Office of Emergency Management 
(SOEM), and other relevant agencies to provide training to 
veterinarians interested in volunteering during disasters and 
emergencies. 
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3. Federal Agencies 
 

The applicable federal agency is the United States Department of Agriculture-Animal 
Plant Health Inspection Service, Veterinary Services and Wildlife Services (USDA APHIS: 
VS, WS) 
 
Veterinary Services' (VS's) responsibilities as an animal protection Member Agency are: 

 
■ Providing scientific and technical field and administrative support through use of 

its veterinary medical officers, animal health technicians, technical staff, and 
administrative staff within the New York State area. 
 

■ Coordinating the use of other federal resources, including personnel, from 
throughout the nation, which may be mobilized and deployed as required by the 
extent of the incident. 

 
■ Providing national laboratory services and support for the diagnosis of exotic or 

emerging animal or zoonotic diseases. 
 
■ Providing additional requested resources that are at its disposal, as determined by 

the nature or extent of the incident. 
 

Wildlife Services' (WS's) responsibilities as an animal protection Member Agency are: 
   

■ Providing field support through its wildlife biologists, wildlife specialists, and 
administrative staff stationed in New York State.  In addition, other WS wildlife 
disease biologists from throughout the WS program may be available and 
mobilized in an emergency to support local field programs. 

 
■ Providing technical support on the capture and control of wildlife and, as needed, 

domestic animals as requested by cooperating state agencies. 
 

8. References and Sources of Additional Information 
 

None at this time. 
 


