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A.5c:  HMA Planning Activity Application, Evaluation, and Ranking System  
 
 

NEW YORK STATE DIVISION OF HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 
STATE HAZARD MITIGATION OFFICE 

 
PLANNING ACTIVITY APPLICATION EVALUATION AND RANKING SYSTEM FOR PRE-

DISASTER MITIGATION (PDM), FLOOD MITIGATION ASSISTANCE (FMA), AND 
HAZARD MITIGATION GRANT PROGRAM (HMGP) 

 

 
I. Requirement for Planning Activity Application Evaluation and Ranking  

  
The Robert T. Stafford Act, as amended by Public Law 106390, October 30, 2000, Section 
203 Pre-disaster Hazard Mitigation Sub-Section (d) State Recommendations- (C) Criteria, 
references use of criteria established in sub-section (g) in determining awards for 
assistance (Allocation of Funds). In summary, the criteria includes; extent & nature of 
hazards to be mitigated, degree of commitment, contribution to mitigation goal/priorities 
of State & similarly, consistent with own plan, consistent with other assistance provided by 
this Act, extent of eligible activities produce meaningful /definable outcomes are clearly 
define, maximize net benefits to society, extent to which assistance funds activity in small 
impoverished communities, and such other criteria the President establishes.  
 
II. Planning Activity Application Evaluation and Ranking Methodology  

 
Given the potential number of planning applications likely to be submitted by eligible 
applicants for the Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM), Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA), and 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) funding, it is imperative that the applications be 
evaluated and ranked using an objective methodology. The methodology to be used entails 
the selection of activity and application evaluation and ranking criteria as identified above 
from the Stafford Act. It also establishes assignment of weights - based on importance - to 
each criterion and the scoring of each criterion as presented in the planning activity 
application. The product of the criteria weights and the criteria scores for the plan 
application being evaluated will provide weighted scores. The sum of the weighted scores 
will be used towards the planning application final score. The final score that is used for 
ranking purposes will be the total sum of a review board members scores.  
 
Prior to submission to the Project Review Board (PRB), project applications are first 
reviewed by NYSDHSES Mitigation Section staff for completeness. All planning activity 
applications reviewed by the PRB are also checked to insure that the proposed activity 
conforms with Federally established eligibility criteria. Eligibility criteria as described in 
the Stafford Act, and supporting documents such as 44 CFR, Chapter 1 Part 201 Mitigation 
Planning, Subpart N, Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, Section 206, and the implementing 
regulation for the Flood Mitigation Assistance program. In particular the applications 
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should be clear that mitigation plan development will follow Disaster Mitigation Act (DMA) 
2000 criteria.  
 
III. How to Use the Planning Activity Ranking Form 
 

1. Assign a score to the evaluation and rating criteria for each planning activity 
application using a scale of 0 to 10, with 0 being assigned to criterion that is not 
applicable to the activity or not addressed at all, even though required, and 10 being 
assigned to a criterion that is addressed in an excellent manner.  
 

2. Multiply the criterion weight by the criterion score to obtain a weighted score for 
each evaluation and rating criterion.  

 
3. Add all weighted scores to obtain a Total Weighted Score for each applicant. This 

will comprise the activity application score for use in establishing a prioritized list 
that will be submitted to FEMA for review and approval. 
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A.5d:  FEMA Mitigation Policy – FP-108-024-01 
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