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May 7, 2020 
 
 
Mr. Thomas Von Essen 
Regional Administrator 
Federal Emergency Management Agency – Region II 
One World Trade Center, 52nd Floor 
New York, New York 10007 
 
RE:      First Request for Extension, Non-Congregate Sheltering 
  Disaster: DR-4480 
  
 
Mr. Von Essen, 
 
I respectfully submit this time extension request on behalf of New York State and all 
eligible applicants regarding the use of non-congregate sheltering during the 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic under major disaster declaration 
FEMA-4480-DR-NY. The initial approval granted to New York State on April 9, 2020 is 
set to expire on May 10, 2020.  New York requests the current authorization be 
extended to July 25, 2020, the statutorily recognized expiration date of the current 
federal public health emergency for COVID-19. This extension request is reasonable 
and necessary to address the continued need to reduce the spread of the disease.  
 
In accordance with the Public Health Order issued by the Commissioner of Health, New 
York State, on behalf of the State and eligible applicants, requests the continued use of 
non-congregate sheltering for the previously approved populations, and expanded to 
the following population: 

 Individuals who have been exposed to COVID-19, including those individuals 
identified as part of contact tracing efforts within New York State, who do not 
have an appropriate home setting for isolation.  

New York continues to test more individuals daily than any other state to identify 
individuals and populations at risk.  Governor Cuomo recently announced the launch of 
a nation-leading COVID-19 contact tracing program to continue the suppression of the 
infection rate as summer approaches. A large-scale contact tracing program is critical to 
safely and responsibly reopening communities while preserving the public health.  
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The ability to use non-congregate sheltering for individuals unable to shelter at home 
will remove a significant impediment to the success of the program and sustained 
efforts to mitigate spread. 

New York State and its applicants will continue non-congregate sheltering in 
accordance with the terms, conditions and certifications specified in the statewide plan 
approved by FEMA on April 9, 2020.   

Sincerely, 

Anne Bink 
Deputy Commissioner for Recovery Programs 
Alternate Governor’s Authorized Representative 
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